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leaves which are at first upright, then spread nearly at right
angles with the stem, and are finally pendulous. Leaves
suborbicular with numerous segments (as many as 80 in cultivated
specimens) measuring 4^-4*5 feet from the apex of the petiole
to the end of the central segment; petiole apparently a little
longer than the limb, robust, at the apex 1-1 §• inches broad and
plain or slightly concave above and convex below; ligule
lanceolate or lanceolate-acuminate j ^hachis stout, winged at the
base on both sides, curved and prolonged almost to the apex of
the leaf. The central apical segments are much smaller than
those in the middle of the sides. All the segments, including the
outermost ones, are deeply bipartite^ finely striated with
numerous distinct secondary and tertiary nerves, of the same
colour on both sides; primary and secondary, sinuses provided
with a distinct filament. Spadices forming large compound
panicles as long as, or longer than, the leaves, nutant whilst in
flower and curved-reflexed when in fruit; partial inflorescences
forming secondary panicles of 1-1J- feet in length, the upper
ones even shorter, each one divided into 6-10 alternately
distichous branches; spathes of the partial inflorescences
.narrowly sheathing, tubular-infundibuliform, brown and dry in
the terminal part, very finely striate, entire and obliquely
truncate when they open, prolonged on one side into an
acuminate point; branches of the partial inflorescences (inflor-
escences of the 3rd order) patent and arcuate in the lower
part, 5-6 inches long, inserted within the respective spathe and
each one having its own small tubular spathe, which is dry,
bicarinate on the axillary side, shortly bidentate or bicornute
at the apex; branches angular and giving off 10-20 flower-
bearing branchlets in a spiral arrangement; branchlets patent
and slightly arcuate, simple, filiform, more or less angular, thin,
•aViV inch in diameter at the base, subulate, 2|-4 inches long,
arising from the axil of a small- broad scarious acute bract.
Flowers arranged spirally and not very regularly, about 30-40
on each branchlet; at the base of each flower a large scarious
acute and apiculate bract and a similar but smaller braeteole.
Flowers in well developed bud about £ inch long and about
-fa inch broad, oblong, obtuse, when, open J- inch long or slightly
longer; calyx shortly campanulate, divided almost to the middle
into 3 large deltoid narrowly scarious and non-ciliate lobes;

